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Welcome to the Journal of Crohn's & ColitisDuring the second ECCO Congress ‘IBD 2007’, held in
Innsbruck late February, ECCO launched its official journal:
the Journal of Crohn's & Colitis (JCC).
ECCO, although a still young organisation (it was born in
2001), has taken active and progressive steps through the
implementation of several activities. In the area of education,
the ECCO's IBD School, a intensive advanced course for a select
number of young gastroenterologists has already reached its
fifth edition with great success. As far as the promotion of
science is concerned, two congresses have been held in
Amsterdam and Innsbruck, respectively with high attendance.
In addition, ECCO awards fellowships for young scientists
moving to European recognised IBD units to develop projects,
grants to help to the development of new or ongoing research
projects, and prizes to the best scored original papers
presented during the ECCO congress. Furthermore, a techno-
logical and know-how network on IBD has also been organised
including high level clinical and research departments. There,
the collaboration in scientific projects and share of resources
can be optimised, which opens the opportunity to centres
lacking certain technologies and expertise to participate in
studies that would otherwise not be possible.
Why a new journal? Until early 2007, ECCO had two pillars:
Education and Science (Fellowships, Units of Excellence
Network, IBD School andCongress). A third pillarwas necessary
to give stability to the strong structure being built. Conse-
quently ECCOhas decided to launch the JCC in an endeavour to
convey relevant clinical, basic and translational research on
IBD that reflects the focus on patient care that is central to the
ethos of ECCO.
JCCwill be published every threemonths andwill cover the
knowledge and science related to inflammatory bowel
diseases: the aims are to update, innovate and challenge.1873-9946/$ - see front matter © 2007 Published by Elsevier B.V. on be
doi:10.1016/j.crohns.2007.07.002JCC is defined as an “International Journal”. Although it is the
official Journal of ECCO, it is open to everyone in the world
interested and working in inflammatory bowel diseases. A
quick peer review process is offered to papers submitted, and
papers will be published online before print, right away after
acceptance and galley correction so that they could be already
quotable. We expect and welcome your submissions.
ECCO, the Editors and the Editorial Board of the Journal of
Crohn's and Colitis are conscious that the success of the journal
depends on the enthusiasm of ECCO members and the
confidence of their ECCO friends. It will be a high quality
journal, opening an interactive pathway between clinicians
and basic scientists, publishing the best clinical trials, good
observational data, modern epidemiology, discussing points of
view and updating our readers on consensus and guidelines,
with the best reviews and relevant breaking news on the
diagnosis and therapy of IBD.
JCC has excellent and highly reputed Associate and Section
Editorial Boards and International Advisory Board. All of them
will be very receptive to your suggestions and criticisms. This is
your journal. Its success is a challenge for all ECCO members
and friends.
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